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INTRODUCING NICK

My name is Nickolas DelLeon. | am 28 years old, and on November 24, 2022,
| was released from the Du Quoin Impact Incarceration Program. It was there
that | realized the joy | truly feel when helping others. On January 18, 2023,
| came to my first OBK Life Skills class. | came there looking to receive
assistance due to my release being in an area that | was unfamiliar with. | was
truly starting my life completely over. In my intake, | mentioned wanting to
help others going through similar circumstances. What started as a meeting
for assistance and help turned in to a door opening for me to assist and help
others just as | did in bootcamp.

Now | am fully employed, have stable housing and a vehicle. I'm very thankful
to OBK for the help they provided that made it all possible. The opportunity
to help others, and show them what truly is possible, came in the form of a
volunteer position at OBK. My role at Our Brothers Keepers is to conduct
intake assessments, not just going down a list of Q&A’s, but to really sit with
and listen to our clients and to help put together meaningful and achievable action
plans. Using my technical background and college experience, | also have taken a
major role in keeping up to date with clients, following up with them efficiently
and effectively, utilizing the matrix we now have in a digital format.

BRIDGING THE GAP

Our Brother's Keepers bridges the gap between prison and community, and its services temper

the vast social and economic disadvantages faced by citizens who have served their sentences
and desire to be productive family members, neighbors, and coworkers.

OBK provides Reentry Services
for Returning Citizens coming out
of prisons and jails in St. Clair
County. This is a multi-faceted
program that supports the
returning citizens' transition back
to their family and community.
The reintegration process includes
intake and relationship-building,
resource assessment of needs, and
both short- and long-term goal
development.

The program curriculum includes Life
Skills and Job Skills classes to prepare
clients for the challenges of life. This
takes into account the entire needs
of an individual reintegrating back to
their family and community to ensure

a successful transition. Several other
programs are offered that focus on
personal responsibility, and individual
classes focus on areas such as social
networking, budgeting and money
management, job resumes with
mock interviews, computer literacy,
and reading literacy.

These training programs focus on
helping clients begin to heal as they
face the trauma of prison life and face
the trauma of reuniting with their
family and community. The critical
area of need is to address behavioral
morals, ethics, and life skills for job
readiness. This leads to budgeting
and financial responsibility so that
clients can provide for themselves

and their family as they work to find
housing they can afford.

OBK recognizes that one's faith
can be a rich source of healing and
support, and encourages returning
citizens to make use of their religious
traditions.

Another key part is for clients to
understand the basics of restorative
justice, social media networking,
computer skills, and how to perform
job searches, write resumes, and
prepare for job interviews. This entire
package of services provides the
framework for the client becoming
a successful person, accepted by his/
her family and community.



Michael Schuette — Program Director

Looking Out for Each Other

With the worst of the pandemic behind us,
it is high time that we build our relationships
with the lllinois Department of Corrections,
the Federal Bureau of Prisons, and the St.
Clair County Office of Probation.

OBK needs to be in contact with the returning
citizens as soon as possible after they are
released from incarceration. Timing and
awareness are critical for OBK and returning
citizens. OBK certainly does not want to
interfere with parole or probation processes,
but at the same time, we need to somehow
become aware of individuals that have been
released in a way that enables us to make
contact and begin to help those released as
quickly as possible before they get in trouble.
Returning citizens can’t get the help they need
if they and we do not know the other exists.

We then can help them address the traumas
of incarceration, which in turn helps them
successfully transition back into their families
and communities, find faith and forgiveness,
and access the kind of help each one needs.
We help them find the best job fit, help
with transportation, aid in finding affordable
housing, and address their literacy, money
management, and computer skills. VWe also
help clients address their personal needs, such
as mental health, personal health, substance
and alcohol abuse, family matters, etc.

OBK currently partners with some 30 other
agencies in the area to help our clients.

Kasy Mosley
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Twenty-nine-year-old Kasy Mosley
found her way to OBK’s door after
asking for help in her community
to pick up the pieces of her life
after her incarceration. Mother of
four, Kasy is determined to offer
her children opportunities she
never had.

She knows first-hand the peer
pressure prevalent in the projects
to conform, or be shunned, even if
succumbing to such pressure means
breaking the law.At a very young
age, Kasy was put on probation
after stealing merchandise from
a big-box store. Later, when she
would be tried as an adult, she
again succumbed to pressure from
a friend to steal merchandise. This
time, she was sentenced to time
in prison.

After serving her time, resolute
in creating a better life for herself
and her children, Kasy sought
assistance from OBK. She enrolled
in literacy and cooking classes.

She is receiving counseling and guidance from OBK staff and volunteers.
When asked what she appreciates most about the support she is receiving
at OBK, she replied, “My teachers are patient and kind.They allow me to
learn at my own pace, and help me with comprehension. The one-on-one

attention is very good for me.”

Kasy has dreams for herself and her children.With the help and services
offered by OKB and other agencies, and her determination, she hopes
one day those dreams will become a reality.

Janice Brooks receives a certificate of advancement from Mike & Ernie.

She has combined her literacy classes with her faith readings, and this has

significantly enhanced her spiritual awareness and appreciation of life.



MANAGING DATA AND RESULTS - GOING DIGITAL

To provide a meaningful analysis in reporting what we do
for our clients, OBK initiated a new digital records system in
October 2022.This system has made data entry and retrieval
easier and has helped us manage client services and report
results more effectively. New laptops for staff are helping
us reduce manual recording of client data, meeting notes,
goals, and results.

OBK staff and Board members identified 36 areas for data
input, management, and reporting. With the creation of
updated forms and dashboards, we provided staff training
so they can more easily analyze and report data and provide
summaries for proper Board review, budgeting, and planning.

“THE GUILTY”

by Tom in Arizona

Over two million people in the
U.S. languish in jails and prisons.
We are by far number one in the
world for incarcerated individuals.
Autocratic China, with four times
the population, is a distant second,
with at least 60% fewer inmates in
jail or prisons.

The culprit in the U.S. is the
“Truth in Sentencing” Law
passed by the U.S. Congress in
1994. It established mandatory
minimum sentences, and took
away judicial discretion, robbing
judges of prudently balancing
all factors in sentencing. The
tough on crime call to a “lock
‘em up and throw away the key”
replaced common sense. This
law was strongly promoted
by Speaker of the House

Newt Gingrich and the GOP-
controlled Congress. President
Bill Clinton signed the bill into
law, but in recent years he has
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been quoted saying, “It was a
big mistake signing that law.”

Seeing the consequences of the
harsh and excessive sentencing
for individuals and their families,
along with the heavy burden
on taxpayers and government
budgets, this method of sanction
needs to be reviewed and changed.

Advocacy groups and several
state legislatures have restored
to judges their discretion that
had previously been in place.
With pressing local and state
needs in education, health care,
required environmental and
infrastructure initiatives, states
increasingly see it as a foolish
position to devote so much of
their budgets to jails and prisons.

Itis time to move state resources
from “corrections” back into
the community, to facilitate true
rehabilitation.

class at OBK

Key to these efforts was the implementation and development
of a Client Action Plan, used to monitor the status of
service goals:

* Action steps, target due dates, partner referrals, and
relevant client conditions

Status changes for active service goals

Pre-defined outcomes for program directives
Scheduling and tracking of status checkpoints

Client status changes that enable prioritization based
on urgency

With this data, OBK built and implemented tools to create
reports that improve our service delivery. In addition to
monthly and individual client reports, a separate final report
displays monthly and year-to-date outcomes.These reports
allow staff to focus on providing significant service to all
clients. The new system enables OBK to effectively acquire
and train staff and volunteers so that we can maximize
services and results to our community. Now, when we're
asked the question, "Is OBK finding real solutions to meet
returning citizens' critical needs, including housing, employment,
community acceptance, and hope for the future?" the
answer is a resounding “YES!”

Current Clients by Type
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® Under 35 ®Ages 3510 59 ®Age 60 & Older @ Age unknown



141

DaY.orG

SH
POWERED BY THE
St. Louis Communi ty

Foundation

1111771717711

&
S
S

cELEBRATING 10 YEARS

Thousands of individuals throughout
the country are now making a
donation to their favorite charity
on this special day. Give STL Day
2023 is May 10 and 11. Make a
gift to Our Brothers' Keepers of
Southern lllinois to support our work.

Go to www.givestlday.org and
make a generous donation today!

OBK Board of Directors

President: Peter Cerneka

Vice-President: Lizanne K.Young

Secretary: Louis F. Slapshak

Treasurer: Jesse P. Gurley llI

Members: Julie M. Orlet,
Rick Crosby
Christopher Bailey

OBK Staff

Program Director:  P.Michael Schuette
Program Coord: Ernest Rice-Bey
Outreach Specialist:  Frederick James

Operations Manager: John Laker

Our Brothers' Keepers
P.O. Box 398
East St. Louis, IL 62202

Ways To Support Our Brothers’ Keepers

of Southern lllinois

As a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization, OBK provides
transitioning services to returning citizens as they rejoin their
family and community. Your donation will give individuals
coming out of prison a second chance to lead productive lives.

O

¢ Like us on Facebook and spread the word about our
important work: www.facebook.com/obkministry

* Learn more about the work of OBK and
contribute online at: www.obkministry.org

* Or mail your contribution to:
OBK, PO. Box 398, East St. Louis, IL 62202

¢ To schedue a visit to the OBK Reentry Center in East St. Louis,
contact Program Director Mike Schuette at (618) 271-7821
or email: obkpmschuette@gmail.com

Thank you to all those who support our work! Your generosity
is deeply appreciated. A special thanks for a major grant
just received from the Rita B. Keefe Charitable Foundation.

Reginald Gray receiving tutoring in the OBK Literacy Class.



