CONNECTIONS

NS Sl R

www.obkministry.org | 614 North 7th St., East St. Louis, IL 62201 | 618-271-7821 | obkministry2@gmail.com

AUGUST 2024

YOUR DONATIONS AT WORK

e are so grateful to our donors

for their generous support! A
new way in which Agency Director Kirsten
Peterson has put donations to work in
recent months is by buying one-way
Amtrak train or Greyhound bus tickets
to relocate clients to new parole sites,
when the parole agent has authorized
the transfer. One site to which OBK
clients have been successfully relocated
is an Oxford House, a sober living
facility in Mt. Vernon, IL, which is lo-
cated near a tire factory that hires
returning citizens. In the past eight
months, OBK has provided bus or
train tickets to relocate more than 10
clients within lllinois to places such
as Mt. Vernon, Carbondale, Lincoln,
Charleston, and West Frankfort. In

he last few months here at OBK have

been busy! In addition to just the
day-to-day hustle and bustle of helping
clients with birth certificates, bus passes
for new jobs, and working with staff and
volunteers, we have added a couple of
new programs. OBK is now registered with
the St. Clair County Office of Probation
Compliance Unit as a provider for Court
Mandated Community Service. Katt is
our first Community Service participant.
It has been wonderful having her
organizational expertise to help our office
space function better.

addition, one client was provided
a ticket to relocate to Tennessee. The
criteria to receive OBK-funded tickets
are very strict: written or phone
verification from the Office of Parole
of their approval of the transfer; written
or phone verification of acceptance of
the transfer from the receiving Office
of Parole; proof in writing or via email
or phone that the client will have a
ride to the sober living home, halfway
house, or relative’s home upon arrival
in the new city; and proof in writing or
via phone that the client has a place
to stay in the new city. Thanks in part to
our generous donors, more than 10 OBK
clients have been given a fresh start in a
locale in which they have the support they
need for successful reentry to society.

KIRSTEN’S CORNER

On Friday, July 5, we welcomed our
first visit from a certified therapy dog
through the Pawsitivity Counts program
at NAMI. This will be an ongoing
partnership with therapy dogs coming
at least twice a month.

Our Computer/Smartphone and Job
Skills class has been on hiatus for
years. It is back, in a new and improved
format with volunteers Sue and Will
developing the course (along with my
input/approval) and volunteers Will and
Colleen teaching it.

HONORING JOURNEYS
INSPIRING TRANSFORMATION

Would YOU like to support the
relocation of OBK clients from
East St. Louis to a location with
more support for their reentry?
If so, please donate to OBK at:

HELP WANTED

N 4

VOLUNTEER OFFICE
CLEANER(S)
I-2 volunteers needed to work 2-3
hours to deep clean the 3-story
OBK office once a month.

VOLUNTEER OR PART-TIME
TRAUMA SPECIALIST
Experienced trauma specialist
needed every other Sat. to help
facilitate Share Your Story Saturday

VOLUNTEER DRIVER
Needed for Monday/Wednesday/
Friday 9am-12pm (familiar/
comfortable driving returning
citizens in and around East St. Louis)

OBK now has is
transportation!
Thanks to a VERY
generous couple, OBK
now has a minivan
to drive clients when
walking or taking a
bus is not practical or
possible. The clients greatly appreciate this
new service. And | appreciate being able to
drive around in such a comfortable vehicle!




Getting To Know The Members Of The Board Of Our Brothers’

Keepers Of Southern lllinois

Board Secretary Lou Slapshak is
truly one of the “Founding Fathers”
of Our Brothers’ Keepers! He became
involved in prison ministry in 2008,
serving first as Assistant Coordinator
and now as Coordinator of Prison
Ministry at the Catholic Diocese
of Belleville. He has also served

as Minister to the St. Clair County
Jail since 2010. In the prisons, Lou
and his colleagues were often asked,
“What happens to us when we get
out! Where do we go?” To find
answers to these tough questions,
Lou and fellow prison ministers
formed a planning committee of
people of faith in October 2013 to
discuss how to help returning citizens,
which was the first step on the journey
to OBK’s creation. Lou was one of
the six members of OBK’s founding
Board of Directors in 2015 and has
served as board Secretary ever
since. He is excited about the ongoing
expansion of OBK’s Board of Directors,
as the new members have added
needed technical skills, professional
expertise, and fresh perspectives
that will allow OBK to continue to
grow and improve and expand our
services.

Board President Pete Cerneka
has been involved with OBK since
mid-2018, when he was recruited
by his friend, John Laker, OBK’s
Operations Manager. As John and Pete
had worked together at Catholic Social
Services, he knew of Pete’s back-

ground in psychology and counseling,
as well as his 10 years of experience
in prison ministry. Pete joined the
Board during OBK’s second formation
phase, shortly after the signing of a
joint project agreement with Lutheran
Social Services of lllinois (LSSI) and
the May 2018 opening of the joint
OBK/LSSI Reentry Center in the
New Life Community Church in East
St. Louis. Having served as President
of the Board for four years, during
which the OBK/LSSI agreement
expired and the current OBK building
opened, Pete has several priorities
and goals for the organization. The
first priority is to continue to provide
supportive services to returning
citizens, with the goal of expanding
and improving upon these services.
Pete’s challenging long-term goal for
OBK is to provide transitional hou-
sing, as well as supportive services, for
our clients, as obtaining safe and
stable housing is of primary im-
portance to returning citizens when
they’re released from incarceration.
Because research has shown illiteracy
and unresolved trauma are major
contributors to recidivism, Pete
would also like to see OBK expand
our efforts to address clients’ trauma
and improve their literacy. As
President, he seeks to continue
to expand the Board with members
with more diverse backgrounds and
professional expertise and to bring
in a new generation to lead OBK
into the future.

Newest member Natasha Patterson,
who joined the Board in June, brings
invaluable relevant expertise and
experience to OBK. She is Chief
Executive Officer and Therapist at
House of Mary, a transition home
for women contracted by the lllinois
Department of Corrections (IDOC).

She was recruited to the Board by
OBK’s Agency Director, Kirsten
Peterson, after they met at Community
Lifeline-sponsored meetings focused
on reducing recidivism. Natasha
founded House of Mary three years
ago, and it welcomed its first client
in 2022. As she is an experienced
Licensed Professional Counselor
with experience in substance abuse,
trauma, and other mental health
issues. House of Mary is classified
by IDOC as a “high level” transition
home, able to take clients with
mental health issues. Natasha has
referred House of Mary clients to
OBK since shortly after it opened—
once she learned that we assist
our sisters as well as our brothers!
She has especially appreciated the
job-hunting assistance and computer
training that OBK provides, and our
more personal touch in driving
clients to the grocery store or to
doctor or other appointments. As a
new Board member;, Natasha’s goal is to
help reduce recidivism of OBK clients.



OBK Podcast

From a Street Point of View

ain insight into the struggles that

OBK clients face and how OBK
supports them by listening to From a
Street Point of View, available on YouTube.

Episode 2 — OBK client Darin Darby
discusses how OBK helped him: “If it
wasn’t for those guys, | think | would be
back in prison.”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
t2i)VGzchlQ&t=179s

Episode 3 — East St. Louis native
Reginald Shanklin, aka Reggee Shhh,
discusses his book of inspirations and
quotes that reflect his new, positive atti-
tude after leaving a life of crime behind.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?-
v=lyE]Oliaky4

STATS

Client Intakes
January - June 2024

Service Goals Established

/44

(clients typically have up to
a year to complete goals,
depending on the goal it may
be a much shorter time frame)

Service Goals
Achieved So Far

Thank you so very much
to our generous donors
who gave on Give StL Day!

OBK is %rateful to be supported
in part by the Catholic Services
Ministry Appeal (CSMA), various
churches and civic organizations in
St. Clair County IL, and devoted
individuals near and far.

This year we brought in

D | a total of
$3,32885I Numbers of Cups of Coffee
and Smiles
Although we didn’t make

OUR BROTHERS’
KEEPERS OF
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS

Celebrating a decade!
OBK thrives, ready to serve
more returning citizens

our goal of $5,000,
the money we did raise
will greatly assist us
in providing ongoing
support to our clients in
the areas of securing

than ever, with diginity and
love. identification and
providing bus tickets.

www.obkministry.org

Too many too count!




Thanks For Your Support!

We so appreciate the ongoing support of the
faith community in Southern lllinois! Among
the many churches that contribute to our
programs through in-kind and monetary
donations, we especially thank these regular
supporters:

¢ Corpus Christi Catholic Church in Shiloh

* St. Mark Lutheran Church in Belleville

* Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in
Columbia

* St. Augustine Catholic Church in East St. Louis

* St. Nicholas Catholic Church in O’Fallon

* Trinity United Church of Christ in Belleville

If your church’s prison ministry, mission or
outreach committee, board, or congregation
would like to know more about OBK’s
mission and programs and how to support
us, contact Kirsten Peterson at kpeterson@
obkministry.org or 618-271-7821.

Woays to Support Our Brothers' Keepers
of Southern lllinois (OBK)

As a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization, OBK provides transitioning

services to returning citizens as they rejoin their family and

community. Your donation will give individuals coming out of
prison a second chance to lead productive lives.

* Go to www.obkministry.org to learn more about OBK’s
work and to make a tax-deductible contribution

 Mail a contribution to OBK, PO. Box 398, E. St. Louis, IL 62202

¢ Like us on Facebook and spread the word about our
important work https://www.facebook.com/obkministry

¢ Schedule a visit to the OBK Reentry Center in East St. Louis
by emailing Agency Director Kirsten Peterson at
kpeterson@obkministry.org

* Pray for our clients who are determined to take the
necessary steps to stay on the right path despite all
the obstacles in their way!

OBK Board of Directors

President: Peter Cerneka
Vice-President: Marti Baricevic
Secretary: Louis F. Slapshak
Treasurer: Jesse P Gurley Il
Members: Julie M. Orlet
Rick Crosby
Christopher Bailey
Gary Mueller
Linda Meirink
Natasha Patterson
OBK Staff
Agency Director: Kirsten Peterson

Client Specialist/
Community Outreach:  Frederick James
Client Specialist/

Building Security: Ernest Rice-Bey
Client Specialist/

Office Specialist: Isabella Peterson
Bookkeeper: Ann Davis

Operations Manager:  John Laker

Our Brothers’ Keepers Of Southwestern lllinois
OUR VISION
We aspire to be an organization that honors the talents and
contributions of all stakeholders including clients, employees,
volunteers, donors, and vendors. We work collaboratively with
returning citizens to find solutions to their critical needs.

Changes to our website are underway!
Check back soon for our new five-year
Strategic Plan www.obkministry.org

Our Brothers' Keepers
P.O. Box 398
East St. Louis, IL 62202



